The Role of Interventional Radiology in the Management of Obstetric and Gynaecological Haemorrhage
Aim We will review our experience of emergent arterial embolization used to treat haemodynamically unstable patients with obstetric and gynaecological haemorrhage. Methods This is a retrospective study of patients with haemodynamically unstable obstetric and gynaecological haemorrhage treated with emergent arterial embolization from 2010 to 2015. Results 22 patients (average age 41 (SD +/-9) years) had emergent arterial embolization. 63% had post-partum haemorrhage (PPH). 82% of cases were performed with conscious sedation and local anaesthesia. Embolization was technically successful in all cases. Embolization was clinically successful in 95% (21/22). In one case of PPH the patient represented six days later with recurrent bleeding and was treated with surgical suturing of the cervix. There were no complications or deaths. Conclusion Arterial embolization is a highly successful treatment of obstetric and gynaecological haemorrhage in unstable patients.